
          
 

LANDLORD-TENANT TIPS 

The South Carolina Residential Landlord-Tenant Act It is a law passed in 1986 that 

protects South Carolina house, apartment, and room renters and their landlords.  

The Act applies to all renters, roomers, landlords and those who act for them, except:  

hospitals, group homes, schools, or other institutions employees of the landlord who get 

housing for their work and live on the worksite tenants who own or partly own the unit  

units in a motel or hotel or where the landlord pays special tax on the room.  

 

TEN TIPS EVERY TENANT SHOULD KNOW 

1. Come prepared when meeting a prospective landlord.  Have written references 

from past landlords, employers, or colleagues; copy of your most current credit 

report (not older than 30 days) if available.   

2. Review all conditions of your agreement before signing a lease or rental contract; 

especially restrictions on pets, guests, running a business, design alterations. An 

remember both oral and written agreements to rent are considered leases. To be 

enforceable, your lease must be fair, honest, and reasonable to both the landlord 

and tenant.  

3. Get everything in writing.  Keep copies of correspondence.  Follow up a verbal 

agreement with a letter.  When you ask for repairs, put it in writing and keep a 

copy.  If the landlord agrees orally, send a letter of confirmation.   

4. Understand and privacy rights.  How much notice your landlord needs to provide 

you before entering your unit.  



          
 

5. Know your rights as a tenant.  The landlord must offer a habitable, clean and 

safe place.  This includes a place free of infestation.   

6. Always keep communication open between you and your landlord.  This means 

trying to resolve differences in a friendly way. 

7. There is no rent control in South Carolina unless you live in housing where your 

rent is based on your income. Make sure of your monthly rent costs, also in case 

of a late payment on your rent find out about the late fees charges. 

8. Make sure you have clear the security deposit refund procedures.  This includes 

allowable deductions.   

9. Find out if your neighborhood is safe; and if deadbolts and windows locks are 

required because crime is highly likely in the area.   

10. Know when to fight an eviction and when to move.  Only if you are sure you have 

the law and facts on your side.  Otherwise it can be costly to you and may 

damage your credit and ability to rent somewhere else in the future.   

TIPS EVERY A LANDLORD SHOULD KNOW 

1. Don't Discriminate Against Prospective Tenants  

A landlord may not reject a prospective tenant for reasons that are discriminatory. The 

Federal Fair Housing Acts prohibits a landlord from denying an applicant because of 

race or color, national origin, familial status, disability, or sex. A landlord may base a 

decision on the following factors: credit history, employment history, and income. A 

landlord should keep written documentation of the reason a prospective tenant was 

rejected and the screening process used should be applied consistently with each 

applicant.  



          
 

2. Put  a Landlord/Tenant Agreement in Writing  

One of the most important landlord tips is to enter into a written rental agreement with 

the tenant. The most important provisions include the following: the names of the 

tenants, the length of the tenancy, the amount of the security deposit, the party 

responsible for specific repairs, whether pets may live in the rental unit, and the amount 

of rent. A lease agreement should specify when rent is due, what form of payment is 

acceptable, whether a grace period applies, and whether late fees and returned check 

fees apply.  

3. Regularly Inspect the Property  

A landlord should inspect a rental property for dangerous conditions. A landlord should 

also be aware of criminal activity on and around the rental property.  

It is a landlord's duty to repair and maintain a rental property in a way that is fit for 

occupancy.  

4. Notify Tenant before Entering the Rental Unit  

A landlord may only enter a rental unit for a few specific purposes. A landlord can enter 

a unit to make repairs, inspect the property, show the property to prospective tenants, or 

in the case of an emergency. In all instances, except during an emergency, a landlord 

must provide a verbal or written notice of the intent to enter the premises 24 hours 

before the entry. An emergency, such as a gas or water leak, overrides the requirement 

of notice.  

 


